Sharing the challenge: mobilizing nurses against HIV/AIDS in Africa.
For two years ICN implemented a WHO/GPA-funded project in Africa to increase the capability and effectiveness of selected national nurses' associations (NNAs) to participate in their countries' campaigns to prevent HIV transmission; reduce the impact of HIV/AIDS on individuals, families and communities; and decrease morbidity and mortality associated with HIV/AIDS. The results have been gratifying. Not only have the nurses from the participating NNAs become a force to be reckoned with in their countries' HIV/AIDS efforts but they have activated major changes in nursing practice and in the delivery of care. Serving as role models, these nurses (numbering over 800) are mobilizing not only their colleagues but all others involved in caring for persons with AIDS.